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The office address is: 
 

MND Association  
East Dorset and New Forest Branch  

Poole Advice Centre  
54 Lagland Street  

POOLE 
Dorset  

BH15 1QG 
 

Tel:  01202 668923 
 

It is the intention to feature the work, ideas, talents and humour of as 
many of our members as possible. To this end, if you feel you can 
make a contribution to this newsletter in any way, then please send in 
any letters, articles, humorous anecdotes, recipes, poems etc to the 
office at the above address and mark óFor Newsletterô. Alternatively you 
can email them to me at mvhardy@yahoo.co.uk or just give to either 
Audrey, Milan  or myself at one of our óget-togethersô. 
 
Mike Hardy Editor 
 

The branch has its own website at:  
 

www.mndedorsetandnforest.org.uk   
 
Disclaimer  
 
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of the MNDA or this 
Branch.  
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 DUPLI-SERVICE LIMITED Registered No 4786697  
www.dupli -service.co.uk  

 
Printing-Stationery-Word Processing-Laminating-Binding-Photo copying-Fax 

59, St Brelades Avenue, Alderney, Poole, Dorset BH12 4JR   
 

Telephone & Fax: 01202 749820      E-mail: dupli.service@ntlworld.com 
 

 We are pleased to print this newsletter and offer the following printing services 
 

 LEAFLET DESIGN -NEWSLETTERS-LEAFLET PRINTING  
MAGAZINES -BOOKLETS -DRAW TICKETS -INVITATIONS  

LAMINATING -BINDING -PHOTOCOPYING  

BUSINESS CARDS 500  Full Colour Ã45.00 

LETTERHEADS 1000 Full Colour Ã100.00 

A5 LEAFLETS  

 1000 Full Colour Ã65.00     5000 Digital Black Ã50.00 

 
  

 We are also able to offer WEDDING STATIONERY.  We have over 100 invitations 

to chose from as well as Order of Service, Serviettes and cake boxes.  We are happy to 

visit you or invite you to visit us to choose from our range. 

 
  

 Richard and Sandra Ferns  

Brain Test Time Answer:   

 

In all of the words listed, if you take the  first letter, place 

it at the end of the word,  and then spell the word  

backwards, it will be  the same word.  
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MNDA Climb Mt Kilimanjaro Trek 2010.  

Jacqui Priestley has recently joined our  

branch having moved her family down 

from       Aberdeen to live in a more 

suitable house with her parents. Her  

brothers and two friends (Neil      

Hookway, Ian Hookway, Peter and  

Jacquie Clayson ) all completed the 

trek and so far between them have 

raised Ã33000 in Jacquiôs name.  

In Neilôs own words: At 5:45am on Saturday morning, Ian, Peter, Jacquie and 

myself made the point on the Crater rim called Gilman's Point (5681 metres) 

which means we could officially say we had climbed the mountain. At that point 

we could have turned round - and believe you me I think we all wanted to- but at 

7:15am all four of us made the Summit at Uhuru (5895m) after what was the 

toughest and longest night of our lives!! It is hard to describe just what is re-

quired to get there, but it is mainly sheer bloody mindedness at the end.  

It is also worth pointing out what an inspirational group of people we completed 

the climb with.  Of the total group of 45 who attempted the summit night - ALL 

45 made Gilman's Point and 42 made the Summit itself. 

Donations can still be made at http://www.justgiving.com/neilhookway who will 

represent the team. 
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Interim Report from the Chairman  
 
 Another year nearly over and again it has been a very good year for 

fund raising for our branch. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all members of the Committee and others outside the  

committee for their tireless work in raising funds to be used to improve 

the lives of those living with Motor Neurone Disease.   

Personally I thought it would be hard to raise money this year with 

many people and the country as a whole going through hard times  

financially but how wrong I was. Thankfully there are still a lot of car-

ing individuals and companies willing to support and help  

charities. 

 

 I would also like to thank those who keep our branch in the public eye. 

Milan Cvijan for his excellent Website, Mike Hardy for the Newsletter 

and of course Audrey Beall for her work bringing things together. I will 

end with another piece of good news. At last we have a new secretary 

for the Branch, Heather Rogers and we welcome her to the team  

 

Association Visitor Co-ordinatorôs  Report 
 

 I am sad to report the resignation of Audrey Dudman from our list of 

Visitors due to family commitments.    We thank her for all her work 

over the past few years.  Our number of Visitors is quite  

depleted now and just leaves me, Jane Eastgate, Val Spence and Carol 

Tarr.  But we have two ladies standing in the wings who are, hopefully, 

starting their training in the New Year and we also hope to welcome 

back Alex Campbell before too long. 

 

 We are supporting 31 people living in our area with Motor Neurone 

Disease and continue with our Get-togethers at Canford Magna on 

Thursday 25th November 2.15-3.45 and Barton on Sea Methodist 

Church Hall on Thursday 16th December 10.30-12.00.  

 

Audrey Beall  -  

Tel 01202 886578.        email: audrey.beall@tiscali.co.uk 

http://www.justgiving.com/neilhookway
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Introducing our new Branch Secretary: 

 Heather Rogers. 
 

 Heather Rogers is married to  

husband,  Alan and has two boys. 

Her hobbies are reading,  

gardening, cross stitch, jigsaw 

puzzles and card making.  

  

Heather gave up working in an 

office environment and chose to 

focus on her family  as both boys 

had learning difficulties and she 

found she had her  work cut out at 

home.  

  

For the last three years she has  been studying at Poole Adult 

Learning and has completed  an introductory course to  

Counselling Skills level 2, ECDL (computer course), and most  

recently book keeping and accounting. These have refreshed her 

computing skills and prepared her for a possible return to an  

office environment especially now that her youngest son,  

Daniel  has just started a pre-vocational course at Poole  

College.  

 

Initially Heather approached Poole Council for Voluntary      

Service for  an opportunity to become involved in the  

community and was referred to the branch.  

 

We wish her every success in the post. 
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WALK TO DôFEET 2010 June 2010 
 

 All that was missing was the annoying buzz of Vuvuzelas as our red 

shirted troops hit the beach. The  General  gave us  her usual rousing 

speech about keeping formation and not bullying the locals (as if we 

would!) and so started the annual Walk to Dôfeet. 

 

 In a scenario we all recognise  the key to Dougôs scooter is always in the 

same place, no one had moved it but it was not there! True to his name  

Rambling Doug  bravely walked the course and did it without any aids, 

who needs a stick with Valôs tea and biscuits at the half way point. 

 

 Adopting a new attacking formation, twin blonde strikers Clare and Maria 

spread out to take the attack to the mesmerised beach goers.  Never have 

eyelashes been fluttered  to such good effect. At one time it seemed they 

may have had a personal agenda in approaching the hunkiest of males.  

Do we  believe them when they said they were targeting  potential Plane 

Pullers ?  

 

 The General worries about not enough people turning up, too many people 

turning up, blocking the prom with our massed ranks and offending locals 

by our raucous tactics. She need not have worried as we were  

encouraged everywhere with the most generous response and many,  

many good wishes. 

 

 In all we raised £284.10 on the day with more to come. An excellent re-

turn for what was a thoroughly enjoyable morning jaunt. I commend it to 

you.  Personally the only thing that I would change is the provision of  

Bacon sandwiches at the half way point. 

 

 I would like to pay tribute to the unsung committee members and friends 

who support the Branch so avidly. I counted 8 who were not only at the 

walk but also at the Craft Fair in Canford the day before. It is their efforts 

and those of others like them that make our branch so successful and give 

it its distinctive ñfamilyò feel. 

 

Advance notice: Mark your Calendar June 26th 2011 for next yearôs  

excursion. 
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Biker Bar  

There is nothing like     

the feel of the Sun on 

 your face and the 

wind in your hair.....  

Brain Test Time  
 

See if you 
can figure 
out what 
these  words 
have in  
common.  
 
1.  Banana  
2.  Dresser  
3.  Grammar 
4.  Potato  
5.  Revive  
6.  Uneven  
7.  Assess  
 
Think hard 
it is not 
the double 
letters!  
 
Answer on 
page 23  
  

Report from the New Milton Mafia 
 

December 4th Christmas Fair New Milton  

Community Centre, 10-12. 

 

July 2011 stall at  New Milton Town 

Show  and Pedal Car Grand Prix! 

 

Holly Broomfield helped organise a Walk 

at Highcliffe School which raised £2000 

sent to Head Office for research. 

YOUR EDITOR 

NEEDS YOUR  

INPUT .  

Stories, articles,  

photos etc. wanted to 

broaden the scope of 

this newsletter. 

Send to the Office or 

direct to 

mvhardy@yahoo.co.uk 
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Bournemouth Operatic Society performs for MND 
 

 In our last newsletter you will remember reading Meg Hoyeôs 

report about BOS (Bournemouth Operatic Society).  BOS chose 

MND as their charity of the year and have kindly arranged to 

give a concert at Wimborne Methodist Church on Saturday 29 

January 2011.  There is no charge but a retiring collection will be 

made for our  MND branch funds. 

 

 BOS are a young and vibrant musical theatre company.  They 

enjoy performing a wide range of material and are constantly  

expanding their repertoire so that they can provide ñsomething 

for everyoneò.   

 

 Additionally, if you would like tickets for their ñVery musical 

Christmasò concerts in Boscombe on 9 ï 11 December 2010 

please contact them direct. They would welcome your support 

and have kindly arranged for an MND collection to be taken at 

each performance. These concerts will be held at the Wellspring  

Centre , Havilland Road, Boscombe and will include an  

additional Matinee 2.30 p.m. on Saturday the 11th.  

 

Again there will be a retiring collection in aid of MND  

 

See back of this Newsletter for full details.  

 

  

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dorries.org/admin/blogdocs/10058433~your-country-needs-you-featuring-lord-kitchener-posters.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blog.dorries.org/arc-2008_October.aspx&usg=__JuN7H98EsAs1phnzYuyxrkYZ1pw=&h=450&w=338&sz=35&hl
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We go on Safari in New Forest  August  2010 
 

 It may have stopped the Airshow and ruined the cricket but a bit of 

rain did not deter our annual trip out, this time to  the New Forest. 

Meeting at the Reptilarium was a bit of a damp squib as the residents 

had more sense than us and remained in their warm  dry shelters. 

 

 The trailer ride through the Forest was fascinating with lively  

commentaries from Volunteer helper Steve and Keeper Andy. We 

learnt much about the highs and lows of the conservation pro-

grammes. Steve has immortalised the Natterjack toad breeding ex-

periment in the song ñThereôs No Toads in my Bucketò    

commemorating the accidental scattering of young toads in the forest 

and not in the purpose built pen. The moral of the story being you 

can never have too many buckets. 

 

 Andy who should have his own TV show was informative and  

amusing highlighting the successes and failures of past forest  

management schemes. He explained the economics of forest  

management in his unique blend of anecdote and fact but his love of 

everything that grew or lived in the forest shone through. 

Slightly damp in body but 

not in spirit we  

arrived at the pub for 

lunch which was enjoyed 

by all  Thanks to all who 

made the trip so enjoy-

able including our  

chauffeur Alan who has 

driven us all over  Dorset 

in recent years. 

  

Note to Audrey. Why donôt we arrange the trips in the summer? 
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All our neighbours have been very welcoming. Once they knew we were 

permanent  they couldnôt have been kinder. They have helped us a lot 

with our French which is coming on quite well. We have helped them 

with the apple collection and assisted in the cider making (very potent 

stuff!) and Graham has drawn on his past butchering skills to joint a pig 

or two for the farmer next door.  

 

We have  had to learn a new way of life very different to our lifestyle in 

England, but we are both thriving on it and enjoy most of the challenges 

that arise! 

 

A bientot, 

Karen x 

ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT  

 

(To include the legendary prize draw!)    

 

 Saturday 20th November  7.15-10.00 

 

Bear Wood Community Centre.  

King John Avenue  

BH11 9TF 

Teams of 6 Tickets £8 a person, to include buffet.  

Available from Maureen Smith  01202 690441 / 07903269844  

or from The Office 01202 668923 

I  called your house the other day and was told you were 

down at your  favourite biker bar with some friends. I 

wasn't sure where that was, but was told I wouldn't have 

much trouble finding it. Sure  enough, I drove just a  

couple blocks and there it was: 

PTO  
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A LETTER FROM OUR FRENCH CORRESPONDENT  

(AKA Karen Wetherick our previous RCDA)  

   

It is  over two years since we relocated to France.  We live in a hamlet about 

6 miles from Pleyben in North West France. We are surrounded by fields and 

farms and the main traffic to pass by consists of tractors and combines. Life 

here has a much slower pace and is much like rural England in the 1950ôs (or 

so Graham tells me!). Most shops are closed for 2 hours every lunchtime, 

Monday is half day closing and many bars and restaurants are shut for two 

weeks in August while the owners take their annual holiday to try and benefit 

from the better weather like the rest of us! 

 

The house had already been renovated 

and just needed some changes to the 

décor, so since we arrived, our main 

project has been to establish a 

ópotagerô (vegetable garden). The  

garden was mainly uncultivated grass 

so we set about lifting the turf off an 

area of about 30 ft square and turning 

the soil for the first time.  

 

This was surprisingly hard work. However, after several days we had our  

potager established, and muscles like Popeye! Since then, we have become 

almost self sufficient in vegetables and also have a greenhouse full of toma-

toes, herbs, cucumbers and peppers. We often get a glut of items so share 

things with our French neighbours, but always end up coming home with 

more than we took! 
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Voice  Banking: How   to  Preserve your  Voice for  Posterity  
 

 I wish I had heard of the concept of Voice Banking when I 

could still speak. Those who knew me then, and some who 

know me now, will confirm I had and still  have too much to 

say for myself. 

 

 I have a series of voice synthesisers which speak in many 

tongues, some American and some English, but they do not 

sound like me. Dr Tim Bunnell working in the USA is  

developing new software  called ModelTalker. 

 

 The system involves downloading  software  to a personal 

computer to enable people who are losing their voice to record 

messages for loved ones to be played in the future. Unlike the  

synthesisers the software imitates your voice giving an  

individual  sound  that is recognisably you. 

 

 As I understand it you record 1600  sentences (about 45  

minutes) . The resulting synthetic voice is virtually unlimited, 

in application, meaning it can be used to express almost any-

thing, even  words and phrases not previously recorded. The 

voice "banking" process is guided by the ModelTalker Voice 

Recorder. Once finished, an individual will be able to create a 

personalised  synthetic voice by uploading their recordings to a 

voice generation site.  The output depends on quality of voice 

input so early involvement is advisable 

PS  Just to show how devious and cunning we are the whole of 

the above was subterfuge for the main purpose of the day which 

was to ambush ñRambling Dougò with a birthday cake  made in 

his honour by Melanie Broomfield with her own fair hands. It 

was enjoyed as the sweet course and made a touching finale to 

an excellent day. 
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 Currently, the complete ModelTalker System is in the early stages 

of commercial development and they  are actively seeking beta 

testers. More details including samples of actual voices are  

available at www.modeltalker.com/ 

 

 Lawrence Brewer explained on Radio 4 ñWord of Mouthò why 

and how he has become involved with Voice Banking . Having 

recently been diagnosed with MND he wishes to record messages 

and memories for his 6 month old son.    

Lawrence believes voice is an important part of your personality 

and it will help his young son gain a better idea of who his father 

was. 

 

 The concept of Voice Banking is in its infancy in the UK but is 

growing in popularity  in the USA  and we all know what happens 

out west happens here a year or so later. I am looking for someone 

with a broad Dorset Accent to create a voice for me.  

Queue nicely please. 

Life after MND Group  
Life after MND is the name of the bereavement group that was started 

in 2006 to support those who had lost a husband, wife or partner to 

MND.The group meets monthly either to go on a visit to somewhere 

interesting or just for a meal together. 

We do talk sometimes about our experiences of caring for someone 

with MND but we also have lots of other chat. Many friendships have 

been formed. Some people leave the group as they feel they no longer 

need the support the group gives but others have stayed on to help  

newcomers as they come to terms with their loss. 

If there is anyone who feels that they would like the support of people 

who have been through the loss of a husband, wife or partner and 

would like to join the group please contact Judith Mills  

tel:  01202 746486.     
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Saturday 26th March  7.30-10.30  HORSE RACING EVENING  
Merley Social  Club 

Merley 

Saturday 16th April 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

Saturday 25th May 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR ïï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

Saturday 18th June 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR  ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

Sunday June 26th   10.00-12.30   ANNUAL WALK TO DôFEET Shore 

Road to Branksome Chine( details from 

Judith Mills 01202 746846 

Saturday 3rd September 10am ï 

12.30pm 

  WAREHAM TOWN HALL  Bric a  

Brac normal  stalls, Tombola and Tea 

Coffee 
  

Saturday 17th September 10am -1 pm   CRAFT FAIR .ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

Saturday 15th October  10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

. 

Saturday 19th November 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES ABOUT THE EVENTS ABOVE  

PLEASE CALL 01202 668923 

and leave a message including a contact telephone number. 
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Saturday 20th November 10am ï 

1pm 

  CRAFT FAIR - Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Saturday 20th November  7.15-10.00 
  

  ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT   Bear Wood 

Community Centre. King John Avenue 

BH11 9TF 

Teams of 6 Tickets £8 a person, to in-

clude buffet, available from Maureen 

Smith  01202 690441 / 07903269844 or 

from 

Saturday 4th December 10am ï   CHRISTMAS FAIR  New Milton 

Thursday 9th December     7.30              

0 
Friday    10th December     7.30             

0 
Saturday 11th December    7.30                
 

Saturday 11th  matinee       2.30 

  The BOS Musical Company  

presents 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS   
Wellspring Centre Haviland Road 
Boscombe BH7 6HW. Tickets £8 
Bookings 07540 553108 
Collections in aid of MNDA 

Saturday 29th January 2pm -4pm   BOS Musical Company at the 

Wimborne Methodist Church. This 

replaces the January Tea Party but 

there will be time for tea and chat 

Saturday 19th February 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR - Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Saturday 26th February 7.30-11.00   SKITTLES EVENING  Bearwood 
Community Centre, King John  

Avenue, BH11 9TF. Tickets £8 a  
person, to include buffet, available from 

Maureen Smith  01202 690441 / 

07903269844 or from 

The Office 01202 668923 

Saturday 19th March 10am ï 1pm   CRAFT FAIR ï Canford Cliffs  

Village Hall, Ravine Road, Canford 

Cliffs. 

FORTHCOMING BRANCH EVENTS 2010 -2011 
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More Adventures  on a Scooter  

By Rambling Doug and Roaming Ronnie 

 

These two ramblings are a little more on the ôwild sideô but worth it 

for their views. The first is from STUDLAND to OLD HARRY 

along the cliff top with views of  Bournemouth Bay and up to the  

distant Isle of Wight. The start is the car park by the Bankes Arms, 

down the road to the toilet and then up a rough path for the first 

50yds.  It is not suitable for a wheelchair but going slowly on my 

scooter, which has only 3ò clearance, we did it. The path is then flat 

and smooth for just over a mile to Old Harry. It used to be part of one 

of our regular walks and it was very satisfying to be able to do it 

again.  

 

The second ramble is from TYNEHAM to WORBARROW BAY. 

The bay lies between Kimmeridge and Lulworth. Tyneham is now a 

deserted village, mostly in ruins but the church and the schoolroom, 

now a museum, remain. The village was requisitioned  by the War 

Dept. and the occupants  forced to leave in December 1943 so that 

the area could be used for training for the D-day landings. The  

villagers were told that they would be able to return after the war but 

this did not happen and in 1953 the land was bought by the  

government and it now forms part of the Lulworth Gunnery Range. 

The village is open to the public during school holidays and most 

weekends. Phone 01929 404819 to check if it is open. There is a 

grass picnic area next to the car park, toilets are nearby. The path 

from here  through the woods is not suitable for wheels as it has steps 

at the  end. 

Worbarrow Bay is about a mile along a good road with a stone  

chipping surface but the alongside grass has a smoother surface and 

is more comfortable for scooter and wheelchairs. The end of the path 

down to the shore is too steep for chairs and scooters but there is a 

flat grassy area  overlooking the bay. There used to be a community 

as well as a row of coastguard cottages at Worbarrow but all have 

disappeared.  
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90th Birthday Celebrations 

 
 Mrs Win Hutchins celebrated her 90th birthday with an enjoyable lunch with 

four generations of her family and other close family members and friends. 

At the event Win requested that a collection was made in lieu of presents, the 

total to be split between Coeliac UK, an illness suffered by her late  

husband Phil, and the MND Association East Dorset and New Forest branch 

in memory of her sister in law Kate who died of MND in 1989. The total  

collected £234. 

 

 

London to Paris Bike Ride 3rd-5th September 2010 

 

Mark Anness, who has a long family association 

with the MNDA and the effects on someone living 

with the disease, having seen both his mother and 

father-in-law  die from this dreadful disease, took 

part in this gruelling event. He completed  193  

miles and 21000 feet of hill climbs (up and even 

scarier, down)  in 13 hours 30 minutes  spread over 

3 days.  14 of 63  cyclists were riding for MND  and 

Mark has far exceeded his target of  £1100 with a 

running total to date of £2300. 

 

 

We are still about 30 old mobiles short of 

the target I set the branch 6 years ago  

optimistically predicting completion in 6 

months   

You know what to do with those old 

Christmas rejects now. Send them to the 

office or any committee member will see 

they get to me, however  I did discover the 

ideal phone for we old timers. Why make 

things so complicated? 
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MANAGING YOUR PERSONAL HEALTH BUDGET.  
 

Annemieke Fox, our RCDA, is concerned that we should know 

about this pilot project being trialled in NHS Dorset. To become  

involved in the scheme your GP surgery must be  registered 

with NHS Dorset (formally Dorset Primary Care Trust), NOT 
NHS Bournemouth and Poole. 
 
Annemieke is concerned that those living with MND should  
become involved with the pilot  so that we have some  input 
into the project  and do not end up with a system that is of no 
benefit to those living with MND. 
 
For more information, or to volunteer to participate in the trial, 
please contact: 
 
 The Personal Health Budget 
Pilot Project Team 
NHS Dorset 
Vespasian House 
Bridport Road 
Dorchester DT1 1TS 
Telephone: 01305 213526 
Email: phbproject@dorset -pct.nhs.uk  
 
Or you can read the full transcript of Annemiekeôs article on 
our website. 

www.mndedorsetandnforest.org.uk   
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Dorset Plane Pull 

 
 Have You Pulled Yeté.?    

 
So said the adverts for this great event 

organised by Richard Griffin and Kyrie 

Feltham at Bournemouth Airport on 

Sunday 8th August. Sixteen teams of up 

to 20 people pulled a 130 seat  

Boeing737 a distance of 50 metres 

having obtained the required  

sponsorship. There were prizes for the 

fastest pull and the best fancy dress. 

 

The aeroplane turned up on time having flown in that morning.  

Spectators from a safe distance viewed the pulling of the plane and 

there was food and drink 

available as well as stalls and 

activities and live music. (See 

photo on cover) 

 

The event was organised for 

the first time in 2009 and was 

the first of its kind in this 

country. As a  

relatively new idea it needs 

lots of organisation for which 

we say a very big thank you to Richard and Kyrie and Peter Feltham. 

It is a joint charity event with our Branch and the John Thornton 

Young Achievers both benefiting from the £10,000 and more that 

was raised.  

There are plans being made to have another plane pull next year so if 

anyone knows of a company or business that would be prepared to 

help with sponsorship please see the website  www.planepull.co.uk     

11 

 

 

To commemorate  the 30th Anniversary of the founding of the 

MNDA and to celebrate the growth of the Association and  

relative progress towards the Ultimate Goal of eradicating  this  

disease for ever,  a Reception was organised at St James Palace 

in London.  hosted by Princess Anne. Branches were asked to 

nominate people to enter a ballot for tickets. Our Branch  was 

allocated seven places and off we went on pilgrimage.  

 

 

Judith and Betty charm 

the young photographer 

Gwen and Jill soak  up the  

atmosphere. 

Princess Anne finally 

achieves  her ambition of 

meeting  Audrey. 

Editorôs Note. 

Fuller transcripts of these and  

many other  articles are available 

on our Web Site  

http://www.planepull.co.uk/
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A  DAY  TO  REMEMBER  by Eileen Bennett  

 

 Marking the 30th Anniversary of the Motor Neurone Disease Association 
 

 I will always remember being one of the 

fortunate people invited to St James Palace on 

this very special occasion in the presence of 

HRH the Princess Royal, our Royal Patron. I 

must say a big thank you to the Motor Neurone 

Disease Association for remembering me from 

the days of 1985 when we started talking of 

forming a local branch ð Dorset & New Forest.  

I was the first Branch Secretary when the 

branch was formed in 1986  

 

 On the morning of Thursday 6 May my son, 

Bruce, and I set out for London by car from my 

home, which is now in the Midlands. Perhaps I 

should explain my situation:  three weeks 

earlier I had a hip replacement and so had a 

wheelchair on temporary loan. I could feast my eyes on the splendid 

building of St James Palace, which was built in Henry VIIIõs reign and on 

the site of the Hospital of St James of Westminster.  William IV was the last 

sovereign to use St James Palace as a residence and it was here that 

Queen Mary signed away Calais to the French.  

 

 At last Bruce and I found my friends from the East Dorset & New Forest 

branch and I was so happy to meet up with them again.  I was also 

pleased to meet up with people only known through the Newsletter.  Her 

Royal Highness , our Royal Patron of the MND Association, arrived to join 

us and was soon chatting away.  She was slighter in build than I 

imagined but I found her very warm and friendly and dressed in a smart 

lighter brown suit.  

 

 Green tickets were handed to various people to have a chat with Princess 

Ann.  Her Royal Highness spoke to us all collectively and I found her most 

interesting and naturally she was quite òau faitó with everything that is 

going on, mentioning the development of the care of people living with 

MND and understanding the disease, treatment and possibility of a cure 

funded by the Association.  

 

 May the goal we are aiming for soon become reality  

 

A CURE FOR THIS DISEASE.  

Eileen (seated), Bruce and Carol 

from West Dorset 
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St James Palace Reception : The reality.  

 

 Setting off at the crack of 10.15 we started  a tour of M3 service  

stations and were grateful  that  our driver, Dennis,   showed 

Schumaker ðlike qualities in holding his nerve and defending the 

driving  line against the hordes of marauding Taxis and coaches  

 

 On arrival we were split into groups with some elevated to the 

ranks of the great and good who would actually meet HRH herself. 

I am afraid someone broke protocol by speaking to herself with a 

Say - it - Sam before being formally introduced, but HRH forgave him 

and seemed most interested to learn of the way he used technology 

especially the closomat wash and dry toilet.  

 

 The canapés were dainty and tasty and the wine flowed freely but I 

am glad to say we were abstemious as always.  I shall not say that 

our group stood out but it must surely be no coincidence that  

photographs in the official newsletter covering the event featured 

no less than 5 of our ladies in their finery and the remaining pair 

were pictured in Thumbprint.  

 

  Not content with bewitching the photographer, on returning to 

our minibus the ladies had pulled no less a person than the Lord 

High Sheriff of Dorset. Dragooned into taking and featuring in the 

final photo call little did he suspect that he would be adopted by 

the branch as their London Correspondent and he graciously  

accepted  an  invitation to join us at Charborough Park.  

  

  The Pilgrims included; Audrey     

Beall, Betty Rice, Jill Heys, Judith 

Mills, Gwen Kenward and Mike and 

Michele Hardy. Eileen Bennett, joined 

us at the reception with her son 

Bruce.  

 

 

 

  


